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TIPTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

- - 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tipton  District  Council. 


Great  Bridge ,  January,  1898, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  health  of  the  District  under  your  control  has  been  good 
during  the  past  12  months,  and  compares  favourably  not  only 
with  an  experience  of  former  years  (as  a  study  of  the  subjoined 
statistical  tables  will  shew),  but  also  with  the  experience  of 
other  townships  similarly  situated  to  ourselves.  We  cannot 
expect  to  be  free  from  zymotic  disease,  nor  can  we  ever  be,  the 
difficulties  of  isolation  are  so  great,  and  the  want  of  care  on 
the  part  of  mothers  and  those  responsible  for  the  management 
of  children,  is  so  frequent,  that  undue  intercourse  between  the 
sick  and  the  healthy  takes  place  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  so 
zymotic  or  infectious  disease  spreads.  School  attendance  greed 
on  the  part  of  teachers  will  account  as  one  of  the  factors,  and 
a  most  important  one,  in  the  spread  of  disease;  mothers  are 
continually  being  pressed  by  teachers  to  send  their  children  to 
school,  either  too  soon  after  an  individual  child  has  suffered 
from  infections  disease,  or  where  there  has  been  infectious 
disease  in  the  house.  A  well-considered  and  authoritative 
Schedule  in  the  Education  Code,  evidencing  when  a  child 
should  return  to  school  after  infectious  disease,  or  from  an 
infectious  house,  would  go  very  far  towards  protecting  teachers 
from  loss  of  grant  for  non-attendance,  and  children  from  undue 
pressure  being  brought  to  bear  on  them  to  return  to  school 
when  they  would  be  better  at  home.  We  have  had  no  great 
epidemic  to  contend  with ;  in  the  very  hot  weather  of  August 
there  were  21  out  of  31  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  all  of  them 
being  young  children.  In  the  first  two  months  of  the  year 
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Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent;  we  were  then  10  months  free 
from  any  death  from  this  cause,  a  most  unusual  occurrence,  as 
Whooping  Cough  has  been  always  epidemic  with  us.  The 
incidence  of  Influenza  was  not  as  heavy  as  in  former  years,  but 
it  was  severe  enough  to  claim  4  deaths.  I  have  taken,  for  my 
statistics,  the  number  of  inhabitants  as  29,800,  much  the  same 
as  last  year  and  slightly  in  excess  of  the  census  year,  viz:  29316. 
34  new  houses  have  been  erected  but  20  have  been  closed,  and 
many  of  the  older  houses  are  closed  for  want  of  tenants  As 
nearly  as  we  can  ascertain  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  is 
5,940. 

In  1871  the  Census  was  29,428 
„  1881  „  „  30,013 

1891  29  316 

Calculated  to  the  end  of  1897,  29,800 


I  will  now  refer  you  to  the  statistical  tables  which  I  have 
usually  presented  to  you  annually. 

Table  shewing  a  comparison  between  the  number  of  Births, 
the  number  of  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  and  the  Deaths 
at  all  ages  during  the  past  10  years : — 


Births. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Deaths  at 
all  ages 

1887 

1140 

152 

462 

1888 

1021 

156 

520 

1889 

1090 

193 

603 

1890 

1212 

196 

561 

1891 

1134 

233 

673 

1892 

1153 

189 

544 

1893 

1141 

209 

652 

1894 

1095 

177 

486 

1895 

1127 

196 

566 

1896 

1174 

215 

637 

1897  .  . 

1062 

163 

521 

Average  for 

previous 

1126*7 

19D6 

574*4 

10  years. 

Of  the  deaths  : — 

463  were  certified  by  medical  men 
3  ,,  uncertified 

55  ,,  certified  by  the  Coroner  after  in  vestigation  or  inquest. 
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MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

AT 

SUBJOINED 

AGES. 

1897 

1896 

Under  1  year 

163 

•  • 

215  deaths 

1  year  and  under  5 

81 

•  % 

123  „ 

5  „  15  .  . 

17 

•  • 

25  ,. 

15  „  25  .  . 

21 

•  9 

26  „ 

25  „  60 

111 

•  • 

119  „ 

60  and  over 

128 

•  • 

129  „ 

Total. 

521 

deaths 

637  deaths 

TABLE  OF  CAUSES 

OF  DEATH,  CLASSIFIED 

AS  TO  DISEASE 

AND  AGE. 

Under  5. 

Over  5 

Scarlatina 

•  • 

7 

1 

Measles 

•  • 

3 

0 

Diphtheria 

•  • 

1 

0 

Croup 

•  • 

1 

1 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

•  • 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

•  • 

0 

1 

Erysipelas 

•  • 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

•  • 

8 

0 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

•  • 

29 

2 

Phthisis 

•  • 

0 

14 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  &  Pleurisy 

35 

52 

Heart  Disease 

»  • 

1 

35 

Injuries 

•  • 

5 

21 

All  other  Diseases 

•  • 

151 

146 

Total  244 

277 

Of  the  Deaths  163  were  under  1  year  of  age 


„  277  were  over  5  „ 

„  299  were  Males,  226  were  Females 

Death  rate  per  1000  inhabitants  ...  ...  17‘48 

„  „  1896,  ...  21-43 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  Infants,  under  1  year  of  age,  compared 


with  number  of  Births 

•  •  • 

••• 

a.— 

-Tipton  Urban  District 

•  •  • 

15*33 

b- 

33  Larger  English  Towns  ... 

•  •  • 

19*1 

c.— 

-32  Provincial  Towns 

•  •  • 

19-7 
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dumber  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease : — 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

•>  o 

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea 


Total 


3  deaths 
1 

7 

8 
8 

31 


>> 

n 

n 

5) 


58  deaths. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1000  Inhabitants 

a.  — Tipton  Urban  District  .  .  .  .  1*94 

b. —  33  Larger  English  Towns  .  .  .  .  2*87 

c.  — 32  Provincial  English  Towns  .  .  3.06 

Number  of  Births  Registered  1062. 

A  study  of  the  foregoing  tables  will  shew  that  the  number  of 
Births  (1062)  is  below  the  average  of  the  past  10  years  ;  once  only 
(1888)  has  it  been  lower  (1021).  This  is  much  to  be  regretted 
because  it  ought  not  to  be  lower,  it  is  however  in  accordance  with 
the  experience  of  other  places-  The  deaths  have  been  fortunately 
below  the  average,  521  against  an  average  of  574’4.  Asa 
rule  a  low  birth-rate  is  followed  by  a  low  death-rate,  because 
a  death  rate  is  influenced  largely  by  the  number  of  deaths  in 
Infants  which  are  in  excess  of  Children  and  of  Adults,  and  conse¬ 
quently  fewer  Infants  are  born  to  die  and  increase  the  death 
rate.  Our  Zymotic  death-rate  is  very  favourable  as  compared 
with  places  much  in  the  same  position  as  ourselves. 


INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE. 

163  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  were  registered,  giving  an 
Infantile  death  rate  of  153  per  1000  children  born  ;  a  very 
large  number  of  these  were  breast  fed ;  some  of  them  were 
undoubtedly  due  to  preventible  causes ;  1 1  were  from  prema¬ 
ture  birth.  I  think  that  the  charge  of  culpable  neglect  so  as 
to  obtain  life  insurance  pay  has  been  grossly  exaggerated. 
An  experience  of  25  years  has  taught  me  that  in  our  district 
mothers  do  their  best  for  their  infants  even  when  they  are 
illegitimate.  Through  ignorance  some  are  not  properly  fed, 
but  these  are  very  small  minority.  The  Technical  Instruction 
scheme  by  means  of  lectures  should  do  much  to  remove  this 
ignorance.  It  seems  to  be  a  wise  intention  that  children  born 
delicate  and  sickly  should  die  as  infants  :  our  workhouses  and 
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hospitals  are  too  full  now  of  congenitally  weak  people.  Weak 
and  sickly  children  when  older  get  married  and  beget  unhealthy 
children,  and  so  keep  up  an  unhealthy  stock.  Sanitation  can 
do  much  by  means  of  pure  air  and  pure  water  to  minimize  an 
excessive  infantile  death  rate,  but  the  causes  of  such  high  death 
rates  are  so  numerous  that  we  can  never  expect  to  have  a  low 
infantile  death  rate  in  a  district  like  ours  so  largely  composed 
of  the  labouring  class. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

I  have  analysed  13  samples  of  Well  water  all  showing 
evidences  of  Sewage  contamination.  During  the  year  61 
houses  have  been  supplied  with  water  from  the  South  Stafford¬ 
shire  Waterworks  Company,  giving  a  total  of  5.916  houses  so 
supplied.  This  shows  an  increase  on  the  two  previous  years; 
in  1894  5,113  houses  were  supplied,  and  5,138  in  1896;  I 
hope  that  in  a  few  years  the  whole  of  the  Parish  will  be  so 
supplied  and  that  pumps  and  wells  will  be  things  of  the  past. 
The  chemical  analysis  shews  that  this  water  supply  is  of  excep¬ 
tional  purity,  it  is  rather  hard.  The  supply  is  abundant  and 
continuous :  at  times,  as  in  all  similar  systems,  specimens  of 
organic  life  may  be  seen,  but  this  is  usually  in  dead  ends  or 
where  the  supply  has  not  been  much  used,  occasionally  too 
the  earth  will  subside  from  mining  operations  and  damage  the 
pipes,  thus  allowing  some  earthy  particles  to  appear  in  the 
water.  Filtering  or  allowing  time  for  it  to  subside  will  put 
this  all  right. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

,  C  -  *  ' 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  and  portions  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  are  in  force,  but 
we  have  not  had  occasion  to  bring  them  into  operation  during 
the  year.  We  have  not  yet  adopted  the  Compulsory  Notifica¬ 
tion  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act.  The  question  has  been 
frequently  discussed,  but  there  is  a  deep-rooted  prejudice 
against  it.  The  total  population  now  protected  in  the  county, 
as  reported  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  is  738,969,  there 
are  still  77,137  unprotected  ;  the  cost  to  the  sanitary  author¬ 
ities  who  have  adopted  it  is  £1  3s.  6d.  per  1000  inhabitants. 
It  would  probably  cost  us  under  £40  per  annum,  and  would 
certainly  well  repay  the  outlay. 
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NEW  BYE-LAWS. 

These  have  not  yet  been  framed.  Our  present  Bye-laws 
should  be  relegated  to  the  archives  of  the  past ;  no  one  quite 
knows  their  provisions,  and  certainly  they  are  nut  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  our  present  requirements,  as  a  Sanitary  authority. 
I  very  much  hope  that  during  the  next  12  months  serious 
action  will  be  taken  in  this  matter. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  Sanitary  arrangements  in  many  are  far  from  satisfactory. 
It  is  often  a  difficult  thing  to  get  proprietors  to  understand  the 
necessity  for  providing  anything  but  the  most  primitive 
arrangements.  I  have  not  reported  any  case  during  the  year, 
but  in  several  works  if  matters  are  not  altered,  I  shall  ask  for 
an  order  to  compel  the  proprietors  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Act. 


LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  lodging  house  in  the  parish ;  as  a  rule 
one  lodger  only  is  kept  in  a  house ;  we  have  no  register. 


HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  9  cases  have  been  admitted  into  the 
Hospital  from  infectious  disease. 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  5  cases 

Scarlatina  ...  ...  ...  4  „ 

of  which  number  9  were  cured  and  0  died. 

I  must  again  call  attention  to  the  fact  the  hospital  is  not  used 
so  much  as  it  should  be  ;  the  lowering  of  the  fee  to  such  reason¬ 
able  inclusive  terms  (8/-  per  week  for  adults,  and  6/-  for 
children  under  16  years  of  age)  will  I  am  sure,  do  much 
towards  popularizing  the  hospital.  Although  in  no  case  has 
the  Council  enforced  payment  where  the  people  could  not  afford 
it,  still  the  fee  is  often  made  as  an  excuse  for  not  sending  in  a 
patient.  In  any  urgent  case  I  always  now  admit  at  once, 
feeling  sure  that  the  Council  will  deal  leniently  when  the 
regular  fee  cannot  be  paid.  The  admission  of  pauper  patients 
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is  still  done  in  a  very  roundabout  manner,  but  I  suppose  that 
this  is  a  usual  matter  in  all  cases  of  dual  authority. 


BAD  MEAT. 

In  January  three  hams  were  sold  in  Tipton  at  a  very  low 
price  ;  5  persons  were  taken  unwell  after  eating  portions  of 
them,  but  none  seriously.  On  examination  I  found  that  there 
was  no  disease  in  the  flesh,  they  had  not  taken  the  salt  proper¬ 
ly,  I  had  them  destroyed  ;  the  money  was  returned  and  I 
advised  that  no  further  action  be  taken,  as  the  people  knew 
that  they  were  buying  very  cheap  stuff  which  was  possibly 
unsound.  In  May  a  consignment  of  meat  very  poor  and 
possibly  tubercular,  was  sent  to  Tipton  Station,  this  we  seized 
and  I  condemned.  Whilst  we  were  arranging  inside  the  office 
to  take  the  meat  to  a  magistrate,  two  men  drove  up  and  took 
up  the  meat  into  a  trap  and  drove  away.  We  could  not  trace 
them  afterwards  having  no  conveyance  to  follow  them  in,  and 
we  could  not  carry  the  case  any  further  without  a  magistrate’s 
order.  One  butcher  kills  very  poor  thin  cattle,  I  have  however 
made  a  number  of  surprise  visits  to  his  slaughter-house  and 
have  never  seen  any  diseased  meat  there,  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  him  constantly  under  observation.  The  meat 
markets  are  regularly  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
very  frequently  by  myself.  We  had  only  one  death  from 
Diarrhoea  over  5  years  of  age,  that  was  a  girl  who  had  eaten 
heartily  of  fried  fish  and  died  afterwares  from  Diarrhoea. 
I  could  not  however  satisfy  myself  that  the  quality  of  the  fish 
or  of  the  liquor  in  which  it  was  fried  was  the  cause  of  death ; 
no  one  who  partook  of  the  same  fish  fried  at  the  same  time, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  liquor,  had  felt  any  ill 
effects.  I  think  that  for  a  poor  district  our  food  supply  is  a 
good  average  ;  very  little  is  exposed  for  sale  that  the  most 
delicate  person  could  grumble  at. 


POLLUTION  OF  STREAMS. 

This  matter  has  been  very  frequently  discussed  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee  on  account  of  complaints. 

1.  — From  water  impregnated  with  a  large  percentage  of 
iron  and  of  acids  used  in  galvanizing  which  has  gained  access 
to  our  main  stream. 

2.  — From  sewage  which  has  percolated  or  become  deposited 
in  our  stream  from  portions  of  Dudley,  Sedgley  and  Coseley. 
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3. — From  direct  pollution  by  sewage  or  drains  from  proper¬ 
ties  immediately  adjacent  to  the  stream. 

With  regard  to  the  first  complaint,  there  is  nothing  directly 
insanitary  in  the  waste  water  from  galvanizing  works,  but  it 
destroys  all  vegetation  and  fish  life,  and  so  is  a  nuisance  to 
districts  below  us.  It  also  acts  in  some  way  as  a  precipitant  to 
the  organic  impurities  which  are  dissolved  and  suspended  in 
sewage  and  so  forms  deposits  of  heavy  sludge  which  tend  to 
block  up  the  the  streams.  As  a  rule  this  suspended  organic  stuff 
partially  becomes  deposited  on  the  banks  of  the  streams,  and 
partially  is  acted  upon  by  the  microbes  in  the  atmosphere  and 
so  in  time  disappears  as  sludge  leaving  as  a  deposit  the  earthy 
or  inorganic  matter.  This  condition  holds  best  in  running 
streams,  sluggish  or  stagnant  water  cannot  carry  away  the 
heavy  sludge-  It  was  however  known  that  the  County  Council 
were  making  analyses  of  our  streams  both  above  and  below 
the  inset  of  the  acid  water,  so  that,  combined  with  a  desire  not 
to  interfere  unnecessarily  with  a  staple  trade  of  the  district 
prompted  the  Council  not  to  interfere  further  than  calling 
manufacturers  attention  to  the  nuisance  and  calling  upon  them 
to  abate  it. 

2.  — The  neighbouring  towns  have  undertaken  to  provide 
what  catch-pits  are  necessary  in  the  course  of  their  sewage 
tributaries,  so  as  to  purify  the  sewage  as  far  as  it  is  possible 
by  precipitation  before  it  reaches  our  streams. 

3.  — In  several  instances  the  direct  pollution  of  streams  from 
riparian  dwellers  has  been  stopped.  In  a  thickly  populated 
district  like  Tipton,  it  is  impossible  to  have  a  stream  with  pure 
water,  but  we  are  endeavouring  to  make  our  stream  as  free 
from  preventive  impurity  as  it  is  possible  to  be. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

We  have  had  most  trouble  from  some  property  in  Park 
Lane,  where  Cows,  Pigs  and  Horses  were  kept  in  a  very 
insanitary  condition,  and  it  seemed  at  one  time  as  if  we  should 
be  defied  successfully.  The  complaints  however  were  so  great  and 
so  numerous  that  stringent  measures  had  to  be  taken,  and 
although  the  nuisance  has  not  yet  been  entirely  removed,  we 
have  a  report  that  plans  will  be  presented  to  the  Council  at 
once,  and  that  the  nuisance  will  be  abated  without  delay.  The 
keeping  of  fowl  in  the  cellars  is  becoming  a  growing  nuisance 
and  one  not  easy  of  detection,  except  from  the  reports  of  talk¬ 
ative  neighbours.  I  have  inspected  and  reported  upon  27 
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courts  and  properties,  and  upon  63  separate  houses,  I  have  also 
analysed  13  samples  of  drinking  water.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  not  yet  completed  the  sanitary  survey  of  the 
district.  His  time  has  been  so  much  occupied  with  other  duties 
but  he  has  added  a  substantial  increase  to  the  survey  book.  T 
have  made  such  systematic  and  special  inspections  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  Factories  and  Workshops  and  of  all  places 
likely  to  affect  the  Public  Health  as  I  have  considered  to  be 
necessary,  and  where  requisite  I  have  reported  the  result  of 
such  inspections  to  the  Sanitary  Committee.  Only  in  one  case 
have  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  obtain  a  special  order,  that  of  a 
retail  bread  shop  kept  in  such  a  filthy  condition  as  to  be  a 
nuisance.  I  have  had  fewer  complaints  about  accumulation  of 
night-soil  and  ashes  than  I  have  ever  had,  and  the  district 
generally  has  been  cleaner  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  25 
years. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  12  registered  Bakehouses,  all  of  them  with  a 
small  local  trade.  1  hese  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  all 
but  one  are  kept  fairly  clean  and  in  accordance  with  sanitary 
requirements. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

.  The  Great  Bridge  and  Tipton  markets  have  been  regularly 
visited.  On  account  of  complaints  I  have  many  times  inspected 
the  food  supply  at  the  Great  Bridge  market.  I  have  seen  poor 
and  lean  meat  and  cheap  fish,  but  have  not  had  any  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit  for  human  food. 

V 


LECTURES  ON  HOME  NURSING  AND  HYGIENE, 

Two  courses  of  6  Lectures  each  were  given  by  Miss 
the  lecturer  for  the  County  Council.  If  the  poorer  people  or 
even  the  wives  of  ordinary  working  men  were  to  attend  to 
this  instruction,  they  would  get  sound  advice  as  to  feeding  their 
children  properly,  and  how  to  keep  themselves  and  their  house¬ 
hold  in  a  healthy  condition.  Unfortunately  however  the  interest 
shewn  in  the  lectures  is  very  little  and  the  wrong  sort  of  people 
attend  them. 
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VACCINATION. 

On  account  of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Walton,  the  Vaccin¬ 
ation  Officer  l  can  only  give  the  statistics  of  vaccination  for  the 
six  ^months  January  to  June,  1897. 


Births  Registered 

543 

Successfully  Vaccinated 

364 

Died  Un- vaccinated  ... 

56 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate  ... 

13 

Removed  to  places  unknown 

32 

,,  .  ,,  „  known 

8 

Remain  unaccounted  for 

70 

The  actual  number  of  successful  vaccinations  would  appear 
to  be  very  favourable  compared  with  some  other  districts,  but 
unfortunately  the  almost  universal  practice  in  the  Parish  to 
call  a  child  successfully  vaccinated  where  the  operation  has  only 
been  performed  in  one  place,  This  is  not  proper  protection,  as 
most  of  those  so  vaccinated  will  discover  in  a  few  years  time  if 
they  become  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  small  pox.  Proper 
protection  is  where  the  child  has  been  vaccinated  in  4  places. 
Such  children  are  safe  till  they  are  12  years  old  when  they 
should  be  re-vaccinated.  If  there  is  one  thing  more  sure  than 
any  other  in  the  history  of  preventive  medicine,  it  is  that  vaccin¬ 
ation  when  properly  performed  is  an  absolute  protection  from 
small-pox.  The  two  Public  Vaccinators  vaccinate  in  4  places, 
the  consequence  is  that  mothers  will  not  bring  up  their  child¬ 
ren,  and  it  is  no  unusual  thing  for  their  vaccination  station  to 
be  empty.  A  mother  can  always  insist  on  her  children  being 
vaccinated  with  Calf  Lymph,  and  so  remove  all  fear  of  having 
her  child  inoculated  with  some  hereditary  disease. 


MEASLES. 

We  have  been  very  free  from  measles.  The  epidemic  which 
was  raging  at  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  1896,  and  the  last 
two  months  of  1895  practically  disappeared  ;  for  some  months 
I  did  not  hear  of  a  case.  Early  in  November  a  few  cases  appear¬ 
ed  in  Tipton  Green,  these  rapidly  spread  and  by  the  middle  of 
December  there  were  a  large  number  of  cases  confined  to  the 
Tipton  Green  district.  As  the  holidays  were  so  near  I  did  not 
advise  closing  of  the  schools,  but  was  informed  that  the  managers 
voluntarily  closed  the  Tipton  Hall  Infant  School  on  account  of 
the  number  of  absentees  ;  the  disease  is  now  spreading  to  the 
Ocker  Hill  and  Dudley  Port  districts  and  promises  to  become 
generally  epidemic.  It  is  also  epidemic  in  some  neigbouring 
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towns.  3  deaths  .only  are  reported,  a  number  far  under  the 
average  for  the  past  10  years,  all  of  the  deaths  were  under  5 
years  of  age.  In  thickly  populated  districts  like  our  own 
where  there  is  such  free  inter-communication  between  the 
various  families  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  use  in  closing  the 
schools,  mothers  are  not  troubled  about  measles,  only  a  few 
employ  medical  men,  and  most  of  those  only  when  some  lung 
complication  has  set  in  and  has  frightened  them.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  if  the  type  of  the  disease  is  mild  and  if  the  mothers 
are  fairly  careful  to  avoid  draughts  and  cold  that  in  our  dis¬ 
trict  the  earlier  they  contract  this  disease  the  better.  During 
school  life  they  have  the  disease  more  severely,  the  mortality  is 
higher,  and  it  interferes  more  with  the  every  day  work  of  life. 
There  are  few  diseases  that  better  repay  care  and  good  nursing 
than  measles.  The  mortality  rate  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
social  status  of  those  who  are  infected.  In  the  well-to-do 
families  the  mortality  is  very  low,  because  more  care  is  taken 
with  the  children  to  avoid  the  causes  which  lead  to  complication. 


Number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  past  10  years. 


1887 

18  deaths  1892 

...  19  deaths. 

1888 

8 

„  1893 

9 

1889 

34 

„  1894 

...  20 

1890 

3 

„  1895 

...  19 

1891 

27 

„  1896 

...  10 

1897 

Average  for  the  past  10  years,  16.7. 

3  deaths. 

SCARLATINA  or  SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  have  been  8  fatal  cases,  of  which  7  were  under  and  1 
over  5  years  of  age.  We  are  seldom  free  from  this  disease  ;  for 
some  months  it  may  lie  dormant,  then  suddenly  cause  a  limited 
epidemic.  Prompt  isolation  is  the  only  means  by  which  it  can 
be  stayed,  and  this  mothers  will  not  consent  to  do.  Careless¬ 
ness  in  sending  children  to  school  from  infected  houses,  in  my 
experience  is  the  commonest  cause  of  its  spreading,  and  next  in 
frequency  the  silly  and  frequently  criminal  carelessness  of 
mothers  with  a  family  visiting  an  infected  house.  There  is  probab¬ 
ly  no  disease,  except  perhaps  small-pox,  that  is  so  difficult  to  stamp 
out,  after  several  houses  have  become  infected,  and  probably 
there  is  no  disease  that  should  cause  so  little  anxiety  if  care  was 
taken  with  the  first  few  cases  that  occur.  It  ought  not  to  spread. 
Possibly  with  the  information  at  hand  from  health  lectures  and 
by  prompt  isolation  in  those  places  that  have  used  the  Noti- 
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fication  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  the  disease  may  be  stamped 
out,  till  then  we  must  have  our  Scarlatina  and  its  resulting 
deaths. 


Number  of  deaths  registered  for  the  past  10  years. 


1887 

0  deaths 

1892 

...  7  deaths 

1888 

5 

J  7 

1893 

3 

1889 

2 

7  7 

1894 

3  „ 

1890 

1 

” 

1895 

7  „ 

1891 

1 

77 

1896 

-  8  „ 

1897 

Average 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

for  the  past  10  years 

8  deaths. 

3.7  deaths. 

ENTERIC  or  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

There  have  been  6  fatal  cases,  3  under,  and  3  over  5  years  of 
age-  This  is  a  disease  which  ought  not  to  find  a  record  in  a 
well  ordered  district,  as  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  it  is  due 
to  gross  sanitary  defects,  and  as  it  is  so  feebly  infectious  com¬ 
pared  with  most  of  the  other  zymotic  diseases  we  may  hope 
that  in  time  it  will  become  a  disease  of  the  past.  There  has 
been  no  epidemic,  nor  have  the  cases  been  confined  to  any 
particular  district.  I  find  however  that  cases  recur  in  properties 
where  there  has  been  an  outbreak  previously,  although  we 
have  had  improvements  carried  out  in  them.  There  have  been 
several  cases  in  the  Dudley  Port  district;  the  owners  are  shew¬ 
ing  great  reluctance  to  connect  with  the  new  sewer  that  has 
been  laid  down.  Two  of  these  properties  have  been  very 
much  improved  by  it,  and  if  some  of  the  others  do  not  comply 
with  the  order  they  must  be  compelled  to  do. 


Number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  past  10  years. 


1887 

13  deaths 

1892 

...  3  deaths 

1888 

9 

1893 

13  „ 

1889 

9  „ 

1894 

1  „ 

1890 

7  , 

1895 

11  „ 

1891 

7  „ 

1896 

...  14  ,, 

1897 

a  • 

•  •  • 

6  deaths. 

Average  for  the  preceeding  10 

years  8.7 

SMALL  POX, 


We  have  not  had  a  case  since  January  1895.  This  has 
been  fortunate,  as  we  are  not  at  all  well  prepared  for  an  out- 
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break  ;  the  majority  of  our  children  are  either  unvaccinated  or 
are  so  imperfectly  done  as  to  be  able  to  offer  but  slight  resist¬ 
ance  to  the  disease  if  it  does  appear. 


diarrhoea. 

There  have  been  31  deaths,  a  very  large  number,  but  21  of 
these  were  in  the  very  hot  month  of  August.  The  heat  favours 
decomposition  of  organic  matter,  audits  consequent  smells;  the 
air  is  usually  still  and  the  smells  hang  about,  besides  this  there 
is  the  factor  of  over  ripe  fruit  and  decomposing  animal  and 
vegetable  foods.  Two  only  of  all  the  deaths  are  over  5  years 
of  age,  pointing  more  to  climatic  than  stomachic  causes, 
amongst  young  children  I  find  Diarrhoea  certified  as  the  cause 
of  death  when  probably  it  was  only  a  symptom  of  another 
intestinal  disorder  and  not  the  prime  cause. 


Number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  past  10  years- 


1887 

13  deaths 

1892 

23 

deaths 

1888 

19 

>> 

1893 

43 

1889 

13 

>> 

1894 

24 

1890 

31 

1895 

42 

1891 

24 

j’ 

1896 

18 

1897 

•  •  • 

31  deaths. 

Average  for  the  preceding  10  years  25.0  deaths. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  have  been  8  deaths,  all  young  children  under  5  years 
of  age,  a  number  much  below  the  average-  I  know  of  nothing 
that  will  stay  the  possible  onset  of  an  epidemic  except  isolation, 
and  as  the  disease  is  as  a  rule  of  so  long  a  duration,  isolation  is  an 
impossibility  in  the  houses  of  the  poor.  School  teachers 
should  be  particularly  careful  to  send  home  any  child  with  a 
spasmodic  cough  if  it  is  at  all  a  suspicious  one.  Death  results 
as  a  rule  from  some  lung  complication,  Whooping  Cough 
per  se  is  seldom  fatal. 


Average 

for  the  past  10  years 

• 

1887 

11  deaths 

1892 

24 

deaths 

1888 

16  „ 

1893 

10 

1889 

18  „ 

1894 

8 

. ) 

1890 

4  „ 

1895 

11 

7 

1891 

21  , 

1896 

28 

1897 

.  «  • 

8  deaths. 

Average  of  the  past  10  years  15.4  deaths. 
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PHTHISIS,  or  CONSUMPTION. 

There  have  been  14  deaths,  Phthisis  is  now  looked  upon  as  a 
preventive  disease.  The  evidence  which  has  been  accumulating 
on  this  point  is  conclusive ;  given  a  suitable  constitution, 
hereditary  or  acquired,  and  an  exposure  to  infection,  the  disease 
will  probably  follow.  This  should  cause  us  to  recommend  that 
phthisical  people  should  sleep  by  themselves,  and  not  come  into 
close  contact  with  others ;  and  that  they  should  be  careful  not 
to  spit  about,  except  into  the  fire  or  into  a  cup  containing  a 
suitable  disinfectant ;  in  every  doubtful  case  the  sputum  should 
be  examined  carefully  for  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

1893  ...  18  deaths  1895  ...  11  deaths 

1894  ...  25  „  1896  ...  27  „ 

1897  ...  ...  14  deaths. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

One  case  only  was  reported  as  fatal.  This  was  in  a  house 
where  there  were,  other  children,  who  subsequently  developed 
Scarlatina,  so  that  probably  the  case  was  one  of  scarlatinal  sore 
throat  in  a  very  severe  form  ;  the  two  forms  of  throat  affection 
are  clinically  indistinguishable,  a  bacteriological  examination 


only  can  differentiate  between  them. 

1894 

2 

deaths. 

1895 

6 

)> 

1896 

4 

1897 

1 

t) 

PUERPERAL 

or  CHILDBED  FEVER. 

One  case  only  is  registered  as  fatal,  I  investigated  this  and 
could  not  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  cause.  The  patient  had  been 
well  and  carefully  nursed  and  attended,  and  there  was  no 
apparent  cause  for  the  complaint-  Considering  that  so  many  of 
our  working  class  mothers  are  attended  by  careless  and 
frequently  incompetent  midwives  in  their  confinements,  it  is  a 
matter  for  surprise  that  we  have  so  few  deaths  from  Puerperal 
Fever.  The  proposed  Midwives  Registration  Bill  will  be  a  great 
boon  for  districts  similar  to  ours,  but  great  care  must  be  taken 
to  keep  the  mid  wives  in  their  proper  position  as  nurse  mid  wives, 
and  not  as  a  lower  class  of  medical  practitioners. 
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INFLUENZA. 

This  disease  has  not  been  so  prevalent  during  the  past  year 
as  in  former  years-  It  has  never  seemed  to  have  quite  left  the 
district.  In  the  early  months  of  the  year  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  persons  affected,  as  likewise  in  December. 
The  type  of  the  disease  has  been  mild  and  the  number  of  deaths 
few,  viz.  4.  I  have  seen  quite  typical  cases  during  the  summer 
months,  no  definite  explanation  can  be  given  of  its  occurrence. 
It  would  seem  as  if  persons  who  have  once  had  Influenza  are 
more  prone  to  a  fulure  attack.  Certainly  like  Erysipelas  one 
attack  gives  no  immunity  from  a  second,  and  relapses  are  very 
common.  Since  its  incidence  into  this  County  in  1891  we 
have  had  registered'  the  following  number  of  deaths. 


1891 

there 

were 

5  fatal 

cases 

1892 

>> 

n 

7 

ft 

>* 

1893 

*  • 

if 

31 

tt 

tt 

1894 

5) 

f) 

3 

tt 

ft 

1895 

tt 

ft 

5 

tt 

tt 

1896 

tt 

ft 

2 

it 

tt 

1897 

If 

it 

4 

>t 

tt 
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SURVEYOR’S  OFFICES, 

OWEN  STREET,  TIPTON, 

March  8th ,  1898. 

A.  S.  Underhill,  Esq.,  MB. 

Dear  Sir, 

Below  I  have  the  pleasure  in  forwarding  you  a  few  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  work  done  in  my  department  during  the  year 


ending  December  31st,  1897. 

Plans  of  New  houses  approved  by  Council  ...  34 

,,  ,,  Warehouses  and  Shops  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Additions  to  present  erections  ...  5 

„  »  ,,  ,,  Schools  ...  ...  2 

Connections  made  to  New  Sewer  ...  ...  14 


GENERAL  WORK. 

The  most  important  thing  that  has  been  brought  to  a  suc¬ 
cessful  issue  during  the  year  is  the  purchase  of  a  site  of  about  34 
acres  of  land  in  Randles  Lane,  for  the  purpose  of  a  Public  Park, 
in  commemoration  of  the  Queen’s  Diamond  Jubilee. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  whole  of  the  purchase 
money  has  been  raised  by  voluntary  subscriptions  and  the  land 
handed  over  to  the  Council  as  a  free  gift.  It  has  been  decided 
to  spend  about  £4000,  in  laying  out  the  same  and  there  is  no  doubt 
in  my  mind  that  when  the  work  is  commenced,  it  will  be  the 
means  of  many  buildings  being  erected  on  the  land  opposite  and 
adjacent  to  the  Park,  and  I  feel  convinced  that  in  the  course  of 
time,  the  money  received  from  the  extra  rateable  value  from 
this  cause  will  more  than  repay  the  amount  of  interest  and 
sinking  fund  on  the  sum  borrowed  for  the  work  required  to  be 
done. 

We  have  also  been  presented  with  a  plot  of  land  from  the 
Lord  of  the  Manor,  at  Toll  End  Road  known  as  the  “  Old 
Pound,”  and  the  work  of  making  this  look  respectable  and 
ornamental  is  now  in  hand. 

Another  important  improvement  has  been  the  restoration  of 
a  portion  of  the  main  road  at  Toll  End,  which  has  been  so 
much  lowered  by  mining  operations,  that  it  has  been  practically 
useless  for  the  ordinary  traffic  of  the  district  for  many  years, 
but  the  restoration  that  has  been  carried  out  here  has  enabled 
the  road  to  be  raised  to  such  a  level  that  it  is  now  available  for 
all  traffic  as  formerly,  and  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  all 
users  thereof. 

For  the  better  cleansing  and  repairing  of  the  roads  a  scheme 
has  been  adopted  whereby  the  Parish  has  been  divided  into 
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four  sections,,  and  by  a  gang  of  men  put  into  each  district  with 
a  foreman.  This  has  only  been  in  operation  a  short  time,  and 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  make  any  report  at  present  as  to  its 
success  or  otherwise. 

The  street  plans  of  the  Parish  have  all  been  revised  and  all 
new  streets  and  buildings  put  on.  As  the  original  plan  wa 
made  in  1857  and  no  addition  put  on  since,  it  will  readiy  be 
seen  that  the  preparation  of  new  street  plans,  shewing  alllnew 
streets  and  buildings  made  or  erected  since  this  date,  has  been  a 
stupendous  task,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  work  has  been 
done,  and  I  believe  the  plans  have  given  every  satisfaction  to 
the  members  of  the  Council. 


SANITARY  WORKS. 

For  many  years  great  quantities  of  solid  matter  have  been 
allowed  to  come  down  the  two  brook-courses  through  Tipton, 
from  the  adjoining  Parishes  of  Dudley,  Coseley  and  Sedgley? 
and  we  have  been  at  the  sole  expense  of  clearing  out  this  solid 
matter  in  our  parish.  Some  years  ago  we  took  the  precaution 
to  construct  several  large  catch-pits  in  the  course,  and  by 
periodical  cleansing  of  these  were  enabled  to  arrest  a  very  large 
quantity  of  the  solid  matter.  I  suggested  that  each  of  the 
neighbouring  authorities  should  be  asked  to  provide  similar 
arrangements  in  the  brook-course  through  their  district;  and 
after  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  and  various  interviews  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  each  authority  has  now  made  such  provision. 

The  extension  of  the  New  Sewer  from  Dudley  Port  Station 
to  the  Cross  Keys  was  completed,  but  so  far  only  a  few  con¬ 
nections  have  been  made.  Notices  have  been  served  inevery 
case,  but  there  are  still  many  cases  where  no  “  efficient  drain¬ 
age  ”  exists,  and  which  should  be  dealt  with  promptly  by  the 
Council. 

The  drainage  of  Court  2,  Bridge  Road  and  the  portion  of 
Toll  End  Road  adjoining,  is  now  receiving  attention. 

The  Sewerage  Works  are  in  good  order,  although  the  gas 
engine  has  needed  various  repairs  and  renewals,  but  as  this  has 
worked  almost  continuously  for  nearly  10  years,  there  is  not 
much  room  for  complaint.  We  are  still  keeping  in  operation 
the  3  experimental  filters,  although  the  Coke  Breeze  Filter  has 
not  been  a  success  in  our  case,  but  the  “  Lowcock  ”  and  the 
‘‘  Garfield  ”  filters  are  still  giving  some  very  good  results. 

We  have  received  a  report  from  Dr.  Reid,  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as  to  the  working  of  these  filters 
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and  he  suggests  that  application  be  made  to  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  for  a  loan  to  complete  the  Sewerage  of  the  Parish, 
by  dealing  with  the  portion  now  unsewered,  at  the  different 
outfalls,  by  precipation  and  artificial  filtration  by  means  of 
Garfield’s  Goal  Filter.  I  am  now  preparing  plans  for  a  scheme 
on  these  lines  to  present  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
hope  to  have  same  completed  in  coarse  of  a  few  weeks. 

The  whole  year  has  been  the  most  busy  one  in  every  way 
that  I  have  experienced  since  my  appointment,  the  clerical 
work  in  my  department  has  had  to  be  seriously  neglected 
owing  to  other  matters  pressing. 

I  think  Tipton  can  now  congratulate  itself  on  having  passed 
the  worst,  and  prospects  of  improvement  are  brighter  now 
than  has  been  the  case  for  many  years, 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Wm.  H.  Jukes, 
Surveyor. 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

To  Dr.  A.  S.  Underhill ,  D.P  H., 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  second  annual  report,  show¬ 
ing  what  has  been  done  in  my  department  during  the  past  year. 
REMOVAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL  AND  ASHES. 

During  the  year  Night  Soil  has  been  removed  from  9,261 
houses,  and  Ashes  from  12,359  houses.  The  parish  is  becoming 
freer,  year  by  year,  from  the  old  accumulations  of  Ashes  which 
have  been  an  eyesore  for  many  years  to  the  inhabitants. 

It  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past  to  allow  ashes  to 
accumulate  where  asb-pits  where  not  provided.  I  have  caused 
tons  of  these  deposits  to  be  removed  during  the  year. 

The  removal  of  ashes  is  handicapped  somewhat  by  the  fact 
that  we  are  called  upon  to  do  what  is  known  as  Bottoming  Out; 
this  work  is  caused  by  children  throwing  into  the  privy  tin 
cans,  bottles,  bricks  and  anything  which  is  useless,  and  so  fill¬ 
ing  up  the  cesspits  ;  this  bottoming  out  process  is  very  slow,  in 
fact  our  men  can  remove  3  loads  of  ashes  to  1  of  bottoms. 

The  disposal  of  night  soil  has  been  one  of  considerable 
difficulty  during  the  year,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  time  is 
fast  approaching  when  the  Council  will  have  to  provide  a 
Destructor  to  overcome  this  important  matter. 

INSPECTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS. 

During  the  year  63  boats  have  been  examined  ;  only  3  con¬ 
traventions  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  were  met  with,  viz. 
Certificates  did  not  indentify  owners  with  boats. 

SANITARY  SURVEY. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  an  house  to  house  inspection  of 
600  dwelling  houses  in  connection  with  this  important  work. 
The  inspection  brings  one  into  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
various  properties  and  at  the  same  time,  the  people,  on  the  whole, 
reciprocate  our  work  on  their  behalf,  by  supplying  me  with  the 
information  I  require  very  readily. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES,  COW  SHEDS,  MILK  SHOPS  AND 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  number  of  Slaughter  Houses,  25,  is  the  same  as  last  year; 
there  condition  on  the  whole,  is  satisfactory,  the  only  occasional 
complaint  I  receive  is  caused  by  offal  boiling.  It  is  desirable 
that  all  slaughter  houses  should  be  registered  for  1  year  only. 
The  Cowsheds  are  kept  in  a  fairly  clean  condition  ;  at  the  same 
time  there  is  much  that  we  as  Sanitary  Officers  should  like  to 
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see  improved.  1  new  Cowshed  has  been  registered  during  the 
year.  The  Milk  Shops  are  kept  in  a  very  good  condition,  we 
have  a  number  of  small  purveyors  of  milk,  who  only  supply 
their  neighbours  with  small  quantities,  and  although  the  law 
does  not  compel  them  to  register  themselves  as  milk  sellers,  we 
visit  the  places  in  order  that  the  utensils  may  be  kept  in  a 
clean  condition-  One  new  Milk  Shop  has  been  registered 
during  the  year. 

The  Bakehouses  are  usually  in  good  condition,  in  several 
cases  lime  washing  is  done  3  or  4  times  during  the  year. 


Inspections 

and 

Observations 

made. 

Formal 
Notices  by 
Authority. 

Nuisances 
Abated  after 
Notice. 

Foul  Conditions 

110 

1  Ai 

QA 

Structural  Defects 

101 

yu 

Over-crowding 

12 

5 

4 

Unfit  for  Habitation 

10 

10 

10 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

136 

Cowsheds 

188 

1 

Bakehouses 

48 

Slaughter-houses 

100 

Canal  Boats  ... 

63 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

132 

66 

50 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

6 

5 

5 

Water  Closets... 

2 

2 

2 

Defective  Traps 

2 

2 

2 

No  Disconnection 

17 

17 

17 

Other  Faults 

20 

20 

20 

Water  Supply 

11 

11 

7 

Pigsties 

4 

4 

3 

Animals  improperly  kept 

5 

5 

4 

Smoke  Nuisances 

2 

2 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

8 

8 

8 

Totals  . 

977 

259 

233 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use  ...  ...  11 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  6 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  Hy.  Clifton, 

(Associate  Sanitary  Institute), 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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A  perusal  of  the  foregoing  reports  will  testify  that  your 
officers  have  honestly  tried  to  do  their  duties,  and  -I  have 
personally  to  thank  them  for  their  hearty  co-operation  with 
me.  Mr.  Clifton  successfully  passed  his  examination  as  a 
certified  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year,  and  he  has  loyally 
and  energetically  performed  his  duties. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  S.  UNDERHILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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